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2026 Strong Beginnings RFP 

NOTE: You must complete your application through submit.com. The 

following document is for previewing purposes only. 

Application Reminders 

The following attachments are required as part of the online application (as 

described in page 12 of the Strong Beginnings RFP): 

• Letter of Agreement from ISD 

• Letter of Agreement from Proposed Program(s)  

• Letter of Support from the Resource Center 

• Letter of Support and Endorsement from the Head Start grantee 

• Letter of Support from the Regional Child Care Coalition 

• Signed Inclusion Support Assurances for Strong Beginnings 

• Completed Program Rubrics 

• Completed Program Requests for and Experiences with Variances Form 

Note: This rubric will be used by outside evaluators to score the proposal you 

submit. 

Contact Information 

1. Name of ISD 

2. Name of ISD Contact 

3. Email of ISD Contact 

ISD Questions 

4. Describe in detail the process used to inform and engage with all licensed 

centers in your ISD service area to encourage them to apply to be a Strong 

Beginnings site for your ISD. Include a description of the engagement with 

and role of the Resource Center and the Regional Child Care Coalition in 

promoting and recruiting licensed centers to apply. 

5. Describe in detail the process used to collect data necessary to complete the 

rubric described later in this application. What materials, visits, and/or other 

types of evidence collections were used in the process of verifying the 

information provided by programs required to rate them? Provide detailed 

copies of all evidence and documentation used to complete the rubric for the 

programs submitted with this application, via the file upload in the next 

question. 

https://eotta.ccresa.org/Files/Uploads/New/5108/SY_26-27_Inclusion_Support_Assurances_for_Strong_B.pdf
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Files/Uploads/New/5108/SY_26_27_Rubric_for_ISDs_to_Score_Programs.pdf
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Files/Uploads/New/5108/SY_26_27_Program_Requests_for_and_Experience_with_.pdf
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Files/Uploads/New/5108/SY_26_27_Rubric_for_Reviewers_to_Score_ISDs.pdf
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6. If you have any supporting documentation to share about data collection and 

rubric completion (following the previous question), please upload it here. 

Note: You will have an opportunity to upload the rubric for your proposed 

program(s) later in the application. 

Process for Potential Sites 

To determine potential sites for your Strong Beginnings program, the following 

process must be used: 

• Sufficient information/evidence must be gathered from each program to 

complete the required rubric, which is located here. 

• ISDs will conduct outreach to identify potential partners and select sites 

based on the rubric. The rubrics for all sites included in your application 

should be submitted via Submit.com. 

• As well as completing the scoring rubric, potential partners should indicate 

the program variations/options they wish to offer, using this form. Potential 

partners will also use this form to indicate whether they have implemented a 

similar program variation/option with GSRP, Head Start, tuition-based 

classrooms, etc. They may select one or more options that include 

classrooms with children funded by a variety of blended funding sources, 

braided funding sources, and classrooms that include children who are multi-

ages (3- and 4-year-olds). This includes: 

o Three-year-old children who are funded by Strong Beginnings. 

o Three-year-old children who are funded by tuition fees. 

o Three-year-old children who are Head Start eligible and are blended 

funded by Head Start and Strong Beginnings. 

o Four-year-old children who are GSRP eligible and GSRP-funded or 

blended funded by Head Start and GSRP. 

The funding for these options will use the following formulas: 

• School-Day (4 days/week): The number of Strong Beginnings children in the 

classroom will be funded at 1.0 of the per-child allocation. 

• School-Day Extended (5 days/week): The number of Strong Beginnings 

children in the classroom will be funded at 1.2 times the per-child allocation. 

• School-Day/Head Start Blend (4 days/week): The number of Strong 

Beginnings children in the classroom will be funded at 0.5 of the per-child 

allocation. 

• School-Day/Head Start Blend Extended (5 days/week): The number of 

Strong Beginnings children in the classroom will be funded at 0.6 of the per-

child allocation. 

https://eotta.ccresa.org/Files/Uploads/New/5108/SY_26_27_Rubric_for_ISDs_to_Score_Programs.pdf
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Files/Uploads/New/5108/SY_26_27_Rubric_for_ISDs_to_Score_Programs.pdf
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Files/Uploads/New/5108/SY_26_27_Program_Requests_for_and_Experience_with_.pdf
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• Part-Day (4 days/week): The number of Strong Beginnings children in the 

classroom will be funded at 0.5 of the per-child allocation. 

• Part-Day Extended (5 days/week) will be funded at 0.6 of the per-child 

allocation. 

Additional Notes: 

• Only programs scoring 27 points (75%) or more on the rubric may continue 

in the process to be selected as the partner program(s) by the ISD. Programs 

with fewer than 27 points will be disqualified if submitted. 

• After scoring all proposals, ISDs may submit up to TWO potential Strong 

Beginnings partners with the highest scores and scoring 27 or more points. 

• ISDs are strongly encouraged to select at least one potential partner that 

is a CBO and/or a Head Start agency. 

• Potential partners may submit classrooms utilizing any of the program 

variations/options. 

• The ISD’s selection should be based on the site’s capacity and ability to run a 

successful program and attract a full classroom of students with the selected 

program variation/option. 

• For each of the programs selected as a potential site, the following questions 

must be answered. 

Site #1 Information 

7. Site #1: Name on License 

8. Site #1: License Number 

9. Site #1: Address 

10.Site #1: Operator (License Holder) 

a. Head Start Agency 

b. CBO 

c. LEA 

d. PSA (charter) 

e. ISD 

f. Other (please describe) 

11.Site #1: Rubric Score (must have received 27 or more points) 

12.Site #1: Completed Program Rubric (upload here) 

13.Site #1: Special characteristics of the families, program site (wrap-around 

care, transportation, etc.), operator, etc., that will assist in the evaluation of 

this potential site 

14.Is Site #1 INTERESTED in the following types of Program Day? Select all 

that apply. 

a. Part-day (single session) - AM or PM sessions 
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b. Part-day (double session) – both AM and PM sessions 

c. School-day 

15.Does Site #1 have PRIOR EXPERIENCE with the following types of 

Program Day? Select all that apply. 

a. Part-day (single session) - AM or PM sessions 

b. Part-day (double session) – both AM and PM sessions 

c. School-day 

16.Is Site #1 INTERESTED in the following Program Days Per Week? Select 

all that apply. 

a. 4-day per week program 

b. 5-day per week extended program 

17.Does Site #1 have PRIOR EXPERIENCE with the following Program Days 

Per Week? Select all that apply. 

a. 4-day per week program 

b. 5-day per week extended program 

18.Is Site #1 INTERESTED in the following Ages of Children? Select all that 

apply. 

a. 3-year-olds only 

b. Multi-age (both 3- and 4-year-olds) 

19.Does Site #1 have PRIOR EXPERIENCE with the following Ages of 

Children? Select all that apply. 

a. 3-year-olds only 

b. Multi-age (both 3- and 4-year-olds) 

20.Is Site #1 INTERESTED in the following Funding Sources? Select all that 

apply. 

a. Strong Beginnings only funding (All children in the classroom will be 

eligible for and receive Strong Beginnings funding) 

b. Braided funding (Children funded exclusively by other sources will be 

in the classroom with Strong Beginnings enrolled children, i.e., tuition, 

Head Start, GSRP children) 

c. Blended funding (Children funded by multiple sources, such as Strong 

Beginnings, Head Start, Head Start and GSRP) 

d. Both Braided and Blended funded children in the classroom 

21.Does Site #1 have PRIOR EXPERIENCE with the following Funding 

Sources? Select all that apply. 

a. Strong Beginnings only funding (All children in the classroom will be 

eligible for and receive Strong Beginnings funding) 

b. Braided funding (Children funded exclusively by other sources will be 

in the classroom with Strong Beginnings enrolled children, i.e., tuition, 

Head Start, GSRP children) 
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c. Blended funding (Children funded by multiple sources, such as Strong 

Beginnings, Head Start, Head Start and GSRP) 

d. Both Braided and Blended funded children in the classroom 

22.If there are any additional considerations, context, or information you would 

like us to be aware of as we review Site #1's interest/experience with the 

previous program types, please include it here: 

23.Please upload the Completed Program Requests for and Experiences 

with Variances Form for Site #1 here 

24.Do you have a second site to enter? 

Note: If you have a second site to enter, you will be asked to respond to questions 

7-23 again. 

25.Please upload the Letter of Support and Endorsement from the Head Start 

grantee 

26.Please upload the Letter of Support from the Resource Center 

27.Please upload the Letter of Support from the Regional Child Care Coalition 

28.Please upload the Letter of Agreement from Proposed Program(s) 

29.Please upload the Letter of Agreement from the ISD 

30.Please upload the Signed Inclusion Support Assurances for Strong 

Beginnings 


